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The humble Petition of the Lord Major, Aldermen, 41d Com- 
mons of the City of London is Common. councell aſſembled. 


Shewectn , _ 
azz Hat your Pciitioners doe with all rea- 
1 dinefle acknowledg the High Court 
of Parliament to bee the ſupreame 
&Y Power and Judicatory in this King- 
BY cone, - conſtituted for the defence 
FT and contrivement of the ſafety and 
EZDE J freedome of this Nation, unto whom 
all other Powers andSocicties of men ought to ſubmir, & 
with their utmoſt ability to aſſiſt and ſupport, in whoſe 

_ well-being and happy progrefle, the peaceable and Row 
rithing condition of this Nation doth principally conſiſt, 
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The contempt and overthrow of whoſe power and authg- 
rity, cannot bur bee the wofull inler to all Tyranny and 
_ confuſion,the peoples ſlavery,and the Lawes ſubvertton. 
And your .Peritioners, doe with: all thankfulnefle. ac- 
knowledge and remember the unwearicd paines, unceſſant 
labour, and conſtant indeavours: of this preſent Parlia- 
ment in the common cauſe of God and this Kingdome, 
wherein (though your enemies have been many and great, 
their oppoſitions ſtrong, their .counſells deepe, and your 
diſcouragements not a few;) Yet (through the good 
hand of God upon you) with the united aſſiſtance of our 
Brerhren of Sco;land) and the well-affefed people: of this 
Kingdome;, joyned together ina ſolemhe League and Co- 
venant, whole lives and treaſure. under God became your 
Bulwark, (among whom this Citie hath been by you 
often acknowledged to bee contributers of an ample 
ſhare) Your enemies have beendiſperſed, their counſells 
broken, your endeavours crowned with honour, and'your 
Armies reſt ſucceflefull. EN | 
And though the long defired fruits of peace, of free- 
dome and common r= Sa the caſing of the peoples bur- 
thens and reforming of abuſes, have been anche ſtruſted 
and retarded by the neceſſities of a long continued ware, 
we {ad diviſions amongſt all orders and ſocieties of men 
in the Kingdome,the feares of apparent dangers and ſud- | 
daine changes to ariſe thereby; yet when your Petitio- 
ners looke upon their exemption from monopolies and. 
other illegall impefitions, the deliverances they have had 
from the power and tyranny of the Prelats and their ve- 
xatious Courts, the demoliſhing of the High-Commiſſi- 
on, Star-Chamber, and that unparallel'd benefit and free- 
dome this Kingcome now enjoyes in the remoyall of the- 
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Cqurt of Wards, whereby the dons the poſterities 
andeftazes ofthe SubjeAs were ſo much incumbred and 
mchral'd (all which by many are ungratefully forgorren 
and caſt out of mind) and which therefore out of duty 
your Petitioners have imboldned themſelves thus pub- 
liquely to enumerate, they cannot chooſe bur with re- 
neived hopes expeRt ere long to ſee the Kingdome floy- 
riſh and their troubles ended. ; 

And when your Petitioners do confider how not many 
months agon the whole Kingdom ſcemed tobe reduced 
to the obedience of the Parliament , their Brethrenof 
Scotland returned home with good content, the City 
repleniſhed againe with Inhabitants, the exchange of 
moneys with forraigne Nations brought into a good 
Med:um, Trade in a proſperous condition, the Exciſe 
and Cuſtones increafing thereby, a way of ſettlement 
agreed upon by the Parliaments of both Nations, and 
all things looking with a face of quictnefſe and iweer 
compoſure , They cannot but with griefe of heart re- 
member the unhappy difagreeweat berweene rhe Par- 
liament and Army , and that late dangerous ingage- 
ment, which as it was ſer on foot in or about this 
City, without their knowledge or conſent, fo they 
doe utterly difavow and abhorre it. Thoſe many di{- 
contents and great diſturbances which accompanied 
the ſame and followed thereupon both to Parliiment 
and City. Thoſe unparalleld outrages and affronts com- 
mitted by Reformadoes and dther tumultuous and 
diſcontented perſons upon both Huuſes, and the Ar- 
mies acvancing towards this City; The Common- 
| Councell hurried into a D:claration and into divers 
| - Military preparations intended by them {or no other 
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Army abourthe Ciry, which hath occaſioned the deat- 


ported away. 
That your Petitioners are deeply ſenſible of the great 
diſpleaſure of the Parliament towards this City, mani- 
feſted in_the limiting the extent of their A77/4rie, ra- 
king away the.nomination of the Perſons intruſted there- 
with, and of the Lievtenancy of the Tower of Loxdon. 
the guarding of the Parliament and Tower with Souldi- 


rall Aldermen, and other Members of this City. 


Honor, Power and Priviledges. of Parliament 
may by your Wiſdome ayd- Juſtice be inyiglably 
preterved; That the Army may be ſo provided 
for, that they may be enabled to;remove their 
2varters to a farther diſtance from the City, 
* whereby the price of Proviſions may be abatec.. 
and Trade encouraged; That Frec-quarter-mas 
be prevented, and ſupernumerary Forces disbai-- 


id; That a more vigorous cauric..may bee ta- 
ken 


ers of the Army, the impriſoning of their Recorder, ſeve- 


Wherefore your Petitioners humbly pray., 'T hat the. 
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 kenin ſerling of the Peace and Government of 


the Kingdome ſo long defired , That the Cove- 
nant may be duly obſerved; That all wel-affeed 
Perſons that have adhered to the Parliament may 
be .cfiecually protected and dEfended ; That 
the Recorder, Aldermen,and other Citizens now 
impriſoned ( ſo as it may ſtand with the Honor 
and Wiſdvme of Parliament) may be enlarged 
which your Petitioners ſhall efteem a great Neo: 
to this' City : And that all the ate ny 
proceedings as unto this City and /Members 
thereof may be forgottenand cit ; That 


your Petitioners may enjoy the ſplehdor of your 
former fayors, and be thereby cnabled to be the 
more ſerviceable to the preſeryation; of the Par- 
liament and Ciy, and re-uniting of al/that arc 


 wel-affected thereunto : Which is their moſt 


carneſt and hearty defire, 


Hnd your Petitioners ſhall pray, 5s... 
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Die Mercarl, I. . Decembr. . 164 7 


| IR :þ metoler you Ae this they 
bl [ee return you Thanks for the 
J acknowledgmerits you now 
make for the benefits recei- 
vl by this Parliament; and for the care 
of the Honorand Priviledges of Parlia- 
ment, as the ſupreme Court and Judica- 
tory of this Kingdome : Together with 
thoſe goed affeQions which are very 
largely” and ſcafonably expreſled by 
this your Petition. 
They deſire you to becafſured, that 
_ they [will improve their utmoſt endea- 
vors for the cafing of the burdens that 
he upon the Kingdome, for the procu- 
ring of a Juſt and ſafe Peace; neither wil 
they omit any meanes that may reſtore 
again the City of Loadonunto a flouri- 
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ſhing and happy condition in reſpect of 


Trade, as a. return for rhoſe great and 


faithfull ſervices thar they. have done 


to the Parliament: and Kingdom. - 


As to' the other ' particulars in the 
Petition which relate to. the Power of 
this Houle, they ſhall take them into. 
their conſideration, and doe therein 
what ſhall bee according to > Honor abd 
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7s He Houſe being % IBTeR that the 
#2 Sheriffe and divers Aldermen, and 
Zr > Common-Councell men were at the 
WAY doore defiring to preferre a Petition 
to oo” Houſc ; They were-called-inand-Sheriffe 
Bide acquainted he Houſe that they were com- 
manded by the Lord Major, Aldermen,and Com- 
mons in Common-Councell aſſembled to pre- 
ferre a Petition from them to this Houſe, the 
which the Petitioners: being withdsawne was. 


read. 
{ | Reſolved, hee. 


A arthis ſhall bee the ſubſtance of the anſwer 
to the Citizens, Viz, 

To give them thankes for the expreſſion of 
their good affeftions ro the Parliament, that as 
ro the defires in their Petition, tm ſome of them 
order hath becn taken. already, ſome are under 
confideration, as that concerning free quarter, 
and other , and as to- their-laſt defire touching 
 fome members of the Citi® that lye under re- 

ſtraint, 


will ip 
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